MINUTES OF A FINANCE AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

HELD AT 10/12 ORCHARD STREET, NEATH

ON THURSDAY 20th OCTOBER 2011
AT 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT



CHAIRMAN : 

B. MACCATHAIL




COUNCILLORS :







MRS. M.M. GUNTER






J.E. WILLIAMS






D.M. EVANS






M.B. GUNTER

681
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Mrs. E. Vaughan, Cllr. Mrs. S.M. Penry, and Cllr. M. Protheroe.
The Chair asked the meeting to stand for a minute’s silence as a tribute to Cllr.Mrs. S.M. Penry’s daughter who had recently passed away. 
682
TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS

Declarations of interest were received from Cllr. M.B. Gunter in respect of Item 11 on the Agenda.
683
TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING BIILS FOR PAYMENT 
a.)  General Account

All bills were approved and recommended for payment.
A query was raised regarding the equipment present at the Town Hall. The Town Clerk said that items of catering equipment were being added on a gradual basis. 
b.)  Town Hall Account

    All bills were approved and recommended for payment.

c.)  Melyncrythan Community Centre Account
      All bills were approved and recommended for payment.

d.)  Cimla Community Centre Account
      All bills were approved and recommended for payment.

684
TO APPROVE ADDITIONAL BILLS AWAITING PAYMENT
a.)  General Account

      All bills were approved and recommended for payment. 
b.)  Town Hall Account

      All bills were approved and recommended for payment. 

c.)  Melyncrythan Community Centre Account

      All bills were approved and recommended for payment. 

685
TO DISCUSS TOWN COUNCIL RESERVES AND BANKING 


ARRANGEMENTS
The Town Clerk explained that the Council has funds on deposit in Swansea Building Society. The Council has to bear in mind the possible need to draw down money at short notice and also the advisability of spreading the risk with monies being held at any one particular time. The Council’s main bank accounts were held with Barclays and the Council enjoyed a good relationship with them. Various options had been looked at to transfer a set sum from Swansea Building Society to another provider. National Westminster Bank was offering 3% for a twelve month bond and the Public Sector Deposit Fund had been set up to accept deposits from public sector organisations. Cllr. J. Williams commented that if the Council could afford to place money on deposit for twelve months then the National Westminster facility should be considered. The Town Clerk said that as long as no large projects were under consideration for next year then it would be possible to place money on deposit for that length of time. Cllr. D.M. Evans proposed that a transfer be made from Swansea Building Society to National Westminster and this was agreed to recommend to Full Council.

A discussion took place regarding the amount of money that could be held on reserves by the Council. The Town Clerk said that it was permissible to keep one full precept or three months worth of expenditure without having any income at all.
A query was raised regarding meetings of the charities which Neath Town Council administered.

686
TO DISCUSS RECIPIENT OF A GOOD CITIZEN AWARD
The Town Clerk asked Cllr. D.M. Evans to lead on this item. Cllr. Evans told the meeting that in the past, citizens had been nominated for awards and that this practice should be continued when it was felt appropriate. Cllr. Evans had a person in mind to nominate in view of the work this person had done for elderly people. The meeting discussed the possibility of recognising people who do good work for the community or who had achieved honours in the sporting world. The meeting agreed to recommend to Full Council that each Councillor should nominate someone if it were thought fit. Cllr. Evans said that a presentation could be made at the Christmas Lights Competition award ceremony. The Town Clerk said that a memo would be issued to all Councillors informing them of the recommendation.   
687
CORRESPONDENCE

The following item of correspondence had been received : -

1) A notice from One Voice Wales confirming the next meeting date of the Larger Local Councils Committee. 
688
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS – TO CONSIDER PASSING A RESOLUTION UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO TEMPORARY EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN VIEW OF THE NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED

The resolution was duly passed.
689
TO DISCUSS ANY LEASING ISSUES

The Town Clerk reported that all current leasing matters were progressing.
690
TO DISCUSS ANY STAFFING ISSUES
There were no staffing issues. 
691
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

There were no objections to the following planning applications : -

P2011/0837
P2011/0853
P2011/0893

P2011/0894

P2011/0899

692
TO FIX A DATE AND AGREE AN AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, 17th November 2011, the agenda will be forwarded at a later date.
There being no other business the meeting was declared closed.

