.MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING

HELD AT 10/12 ORCHARD STREET NEATH

ON THURSDAY 13th JANUARY 2011
AT 6.00 P.M.

PRESENT:





COUNCILLOR:






CLLR.  MRS M M GUNTER (TOWN MAYOR)


CLLR.
 J WILLIAMS (DEP.TOWN MAYOR

COUNCILLORS: 
MRS. S M PENRY

MRS. J LOCKYER
M PROTHEROE

MRS. E VAUGHAN

C JOHN

B MacCATHAIL

D MORGAN

D HOWELLS
M FISHER
G SINGH

D M EVANS

M B GUNTER




The Chairman, Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter, asked Councillors to stand in silence as a mark of respect for Mrs. Joyce Havard, a loyal citizen of Neath and Neath Town Council, who passed away on January 1st.
4631
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from Cllr. Ms P Edwards, Cllr. K E Reed and Cllr. Mrs. S Richards
4632
TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.


Declarations of interest were received from Cllr M B Gunter, Cllr Mrs S M Penry and Cllr M Protheroe for Item 12 on the Agenda as Members of NPTCBC.  Cllr B MacCathail and Cllr C John for Item 12 on the Agenda as board members of MCC.  Cllr M Fisher for Item 14 on the Agenda as a Unison  trade union official
4633
TO RECEIVE THE COMMUNITY POLICE OFFICER’S REPORT


The Chairman welcomed PCSO Andrew O’Neil and PCSO Catrin O’Brien to the Meeting. Cllr. M B Gunter reported on a spate of burglaries  on the border of Neath South and Neath East, Lewis Road and Hillside and asked if they were aware of these.  PCSO O’Neil said he was aware and that there was an increase of surveillance and targeted patrols, which come under the “hot spots” officer who will spend more time in this area.  Cllr. Gunter asked if an officer could spend more time walking around this area.  Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry reported on young teenagers playing “chicken” with vehicles on a crossing at Wallace Road and could this be monitored.  They wear dark clothes and there are no lights so this is highly dangerous.
4634
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING             HELD THURSDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2010:-

Matters Arising

4620 – The Clerk confirmed that Mr. Lyn Llewellyn, internal auditor, would be attending the next Full Council Meeting in February. 

4608 – It was noted that the Christmas lights at Llantwit were a great success with residents and that there had been no vandalism.

Moved Cllr. M Protheroe and seconded Cllr. B MacCathail. It was resolved that these were a true and correct record.
4635
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE ESTATES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2010:-

Matters Arising


There were no matters arising from the minutes.


Cllr. D M Evans reported on the excellent work that had been carried out so far in the Melyn Community Centre.  The new car park had been well received.

Moved Cllr. C John and seconded Cllr. D Howells It was resolved that these were a true and correct record.
4636
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD THURSDAY 9TH DECEMBER  2010:-
Matters Arising
There were not matters arising from the minutes.
Moved Cllr. M Fisher and seconded Cllr. M B Gunter It was resolved that these were a true and correct record.

4637
TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD THURSDAY 22ND  DECEMBER  2010:-

Matters Arising

Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry reported that unfortunately she had not received notification of the meeting and also there had been a problem with her computer so the email notification had also not reached her.  In the future could a telephone call also be made.  Cllr. Howells and Cllr. MacCathail had also not received the post until it was too late to attend.  

A discussion on the probationary period of work in relation to the position at the Town Hall was discussed and various concerns were raised.  This was then clarified by the Chairman of the Personnel Committee and it was resolved that the position would now be made permanent.  It was also agreed that a rota would be used for the casual staff working at the Town Hall. Additionally it was agreed that the key holder/cleaner vacancy now existed at the town hall and this would now be advertised both internally and externally.

Moved Cllr. M B Gunter and seconded Cllr. J Williams.  It was resolved that these were a true and correct record.

Cllr. Mrs. S Penry asked if she could discuss a problem that had occurred over the Christmas break when she had been telephoned following a burst pipe at the Burrows Road lock up.  She was unaware of what staff were available, so called Cllr. Evans as he had a key to the lock-up.  Unfortunately whilst looking for the stop-cock Cllr. Evans clothes were damaged and therefore asked for recompense on his behalf.  It was resolved  for  Cllr. Evans  to meet and discuss this with the Clerk for recompense.  It was also agreed that the all Councillors be given the Clerk’s number in case of emergency.
4638
TO APPROVE ADDITIONAL BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT



a.
General Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment



b.
Neath Day Centre Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment


c.
Town Hall Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment


d.
Town Hall Bar Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment


e.
Melyncryddan Community Centre Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment


f.
Cimla Community Centre Account




All bills were approved and recommended for payment

4639
TO AGREE AND CONFIRM NEATH TOWN COUNCIL’S PRECEPT FOR 2011/2012


The Clerk had produced various figures outlining the existing precept and what a slight decrease or increase would make to a Band D property, and also how a small decrease in the precept could be made.  The existing budget was discussed in relation to proposed income and expenditure for 2011 / 2012.  Councillors were made aware of the difficult economic climate and the impact this was having within NPTCBC on both services and employment.  It was also noted that the Council should be prudent and careful and that a decrease this year might not be sustained in following years.  It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. J Lockyer and seconded by Cllr. M Fisher that a decrease of £33,389 against the existing precept be actioned, which would result in a decrease to the band D rate of under £1 a week The Local Authority would be informed of a precept requirement of £332,000  for Neath Town Council.
4640
TO RECEIVE REPORT FROM “MAZARS”, THE APPOINTED EXTERNAL AUDITOR, AND TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL RETURN FOR YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2010 FOR NEATH TOWN COUNCIL.


The report had been received from “Mazars” external audit outlining Neath Town Council’s Annual Return.  In relation to qualification issues “there were no issues in respect of which they proposed to qualify their audit opinion on the Annual Return for year ended 31st March”.   The acceptance of the report was proposed by Cllr. M Protheroe and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. J Lockyer.  Resolved.  The RFO/Clerk re-certified Section 1 of the Annual Return and this was approved by the Chairman, Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter, and duly signed.
4641
TO RECEIVE LETTERS OF APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION AS A COUNCILLOR ONTO NEATH TOWN COUNCIL FOLLOWING THE VACANCY IN THE CEFN SAESON WARD.

A letter of application for co-option onto Neath Town Council as the member for the Cefn Saeson Ward had been received from Mr. A Carter.  It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Carter will be invited to become a member of the Council.  The Clerk said she would write to Mr. Carter and invite him to a meeting with her, prior to the next Full Council Meeting in February, to sign the declaration of acceptance of office and member’s disclosures and  also to issue him with all necessary paperwork.
4642
TO RECEIVE A MINOR AUTHORITY GOVERNOR FOR YSGOL GYNRADD CYMRAEG CASTELL NEDD FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF MR. B. WARLOW.


It was proposed by Cllr. J Williams and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry that Cllr. D Howells be nominated to represent Neath Town Council as a minor authority governor for Ysgol Gynradd Cymraeg Castell Nedd.  It was also noted that Cllr. Howells was a fluent Welsh speaker.  Resolved.

4643
TO RECEIVE AND DISCUSS REVISED GUIDANCE ON “MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT”.


The Clerk reported that she had attended a seminar along with other Clerks in NPTCBC by  Mr. David Michael the Monitoring Officer for the Local Authority.  Paperwork from the seminar had been distributed to all Councillors.  It was agreed that a refresher course on the Code of Conduct for Councillors  be requested.  Cllr. J Williams had attended a similar course about a year ago.  Enquiries will be made.

4644
CORRESPONDENCE

a. 
Invitation by Community First Cimla and Fairyland for representatives and local council members to attend a Trust Fund Celebration event on Wednesday 19th January at Neath Cricket Club at 7.00 p.m.
b.
Notification of the County Borough Council / Community and Town Liaison Forum due to be held on 14th February in the Civic Centre, Neath.  Copies to all Councillors for information.

c.
Notification from Community First Cimla of their next meeting due to be held on 12th January at  Cimla Fire Station.  Copies to Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry and ward members.

d.
Notification of the OVW Larger Council’s Committee Meeting due to be held on Wednesday 19th January 2011 at the Media Centre, Llandrindod.  Cllr’s M B and Mrs. M M Gunter to attend.

e.
Notification of the next Neath North PACT Meeting due to be held on Monday 14th February  6.30 p.m. at Neath RFC.  Copies to ward members.

f.
The Royal British Legion newsletter on the forthcoming “Great Poppy Party Weekend” 10th – 12th June was noted and available for inspection.

g.
The Clerks and Council’s Direct newsletter January 2011 was noted and available for inspection.

h.
OVW newsletter “The Voice” December 2010 was noted and available for inspection.

i.
The Clerk magazine and information journal was noted and available for inspection.
j.
Notification from NPTCBC on changes to bus service X5.

k.
The Neath East Community Magazine winter edition was noted and available for inspection.

l.
Local Council Update newsletter on legislation December 2010 was noted and available  for inspection

4645
PLANNING

Declarations of interest were received for this item on the agenda from Cllr M B Gunter, Cllr Mrs S M Penry and Cllr M Protheroe as Members of NPTCBC.  Cllr B MacCathail and Cllr C John as board members of MCC. Members left the room. 

P2010/
1254
No Objections

4646
CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS – TO CONSIDER PASSING A RESOLUTION UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 TO TEMPORARY EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC IN VIEW OF THE NATURE OF THE BUSINESS TO BE TRANSACTED.


Councillors resolved to pass following item on the agenda to exclude members of the public.

4647
STAFFING ISSUES

Cllr M Fisher declared an interest for this item on the agenda as a Unison  trade union official, and left the room.


It was agreed that following letters received from Unison,  the Clerk would ask if a meeting could be arranged.
4648
LEASES


The Clerk said she had spoken to Mr. G Harries in relation to the leases and would be meeting him the following week for an updated report. 

4649
TO FIX A DATE AND AGREE AN AGENDA FOR THE NEXT MEETING.

It was resolved that the next Full Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 3rd February  2011.

