MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL COUNCIL  MEETING

NEATH TOWN COUNCIL

HELD AT 10/12 ORCHARD STREET NEATH

ON WEDNESDAY  4TH MAY 2011 
AT 6.00 P.M.

PRESENT:






COUNCILLORS: 







MRS M M GUNTER







M B GUNTER







A CARTER







M FISHER







D HOWELLS







C JOHNS







K E REED







MRS S RICHARDS







MRS E VAUGHAN







M PROTHEROE







MRS J LOCKYER







MRS S M PENRY







J E WILLIAMS







G SINGH

4522
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies were received from  Cllr. D M Evans.

4523
TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.


No declarations of interest were received for ACM agenda items

4524
TO ELECT THE TOWN MAYOR AND CHAIRMAN OF NEATH TOWN COUNCIL FOR 2011/2012 AND TO RECEIVE THE TOWN MAYOR’S ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry and seconded by Cllr. M B Gunter that Cllr. J E Williams be elected Town Mayor for the year 2011/12  Resolved.

Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter thanked Councillors, her Deputy Mayor Cllr. J Williams, Mrs. Ellis the Town Clerk and Mr. Read  for their support in what had been a wonderful year. She had given her oath to work hard for Neath to the best of her abilities and had received over 100 invitations.  She was very proud to wear the chains and being part of Neath Town Council and thanked Councillors for their support and wished Cllr Williams the best for the forthcoming year.
Councillor J Williams duly signed the Mayoral Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  Councillor Mrs. M M Gunter the Town Mayor 2010/11 formally presented the Mayoral Chain of Office to Councillor J Williams.
Cllr. J. Williams thanked Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter and  fellow Councillors for electing him to this office and how, with dignity, Cllr Gunter had always acted in the best interest of the Council during her year of office.  He promised to work for the constituents of Neath on behalf on Neath Town Council.  
4525
TO ELECT THE DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR OF NEATH TOWN COUNCIL FOR 2011/2012 AND TO RECEIVE THE DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR’S ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. J Lockyer and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. E Vaughan that Councillor G Singh be elected Deputy Town Mayor for the year 2011/12. Resolved

Councillor G Singh duly signed the Deputy Mayor’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office. The Deputy Mayor Chain of Office was formally presented to Councillor G Singh by the Town Mayor 2011/12 Councillor J Williams.

Cllr. G Singh thanked the Mayor and fellow Councillors for their support and confidence. 

 4526
TO PRESENT THE CHAIN OF OFFICE TO THE NEATH TOWN MAYORESS
The Neath Town Mayoress, Mrs. G Williams, was presented with her Chain of Office which was gratefully accepted.  The Past Neath Town Consort  for 2010/11, Cllr M B Gunter, thanked Council for their support during the year. 
4527
TO PRESENT THE CHAIN OF OFFICE TO THE DEPUTY TOWN MAYORESS
The Deputy Town Mayoress was presented with her Chain of Office which was gratefully accepted.
4528
TO PRESENT THE PAST TOWN MAYOR’S MEDALLION TO COUNCILLOR MRS M M GUNTER
The past Town Mayor, Councillor Mrs. M M Gunter accepted the Past Town Mayor’s medallion from the Town Mayor Councillor J Williams.

4529    TO APPOINT TOWN MAYOR’S CHAPLAIN FOR 2011/12
The Town Mayor advised the Council that the Reverend Canon Stephen Ryan had agreed to be his Chaplain.

4530 TO APPOINT THE FOLLOWING STANDING COMMITTEES FOR 2011/12
It was confirmed that the Mayor and Deputy Mayor were ex-officio members of both Standing Committees.  Councillors discussed positions and were duly appointed onto the Estates; Finance / Management; Castle and Health and Safety Committees.  Resolved.  A complete list of  committee members (appendix 1).
It was noted that it was normal practice of Neath Town Council that the outgoing Mayor would take the position of the incoming Deputy Town Mayor, however it was proposed by Cllr M B Gunter that Cllr Mrs. M M Gunter would be a member of the Finance Committee.  It was further proposed that Cllr D M Evans would now be a member of the Finance Committee and Cllrs Mrs. J Lockyer and Cllr M Fisher would be members of the Estates Committee.  Resolved.
4531
TO APPOINT THE FOLLOWING SUB-COMMITTEES FOR 2011/12


a.
Personnel Sub Committee



It was proposed that the Mayor, Mayoress, Chairs of Committees, Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry, Cllr. M B Gunter and Cllr. B MacCathail be appointed on to the Personnel Sub Committee.  Resolved.

4532 TO APPOINT A MINOR AUTHORITY GOVERNOR  ONTO  THE FOLLOWING SCHOOL GOVERNING BODIES

All school governors would remain for duration of term of office.

4533   TO APPOINT THE FOLLOWING CHARITY TRUSTEES


The Clerk explained that the new Mayor would be elected as a Trustee onto the Neath Relief in Need Charity.  It was resolved that all other existing Trustees would remain as appointed for term off office.
Each charity trustee was elected as follows:-

JOHN TAYLOR / JOHN GIBB CHARITY

Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter 
Cllr. Mrs. S Richards 
Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry
Cllr. Mrs. J L Lockyer

NEATH RELIEF IN  NEED CHARITY

Cllr. J Williams (Mayor)

Cllr. Mrs. S Richards 

Cllr. M Protheroe
ALDERMAN DAVIES SCHOOL CHARITY

Cllr. Mrs. S Richards 
Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter

Cllr. M B Gunter


Cllr M Fisher
4534    TO AUTHORISE SIGNATORIES OF COUNCIL CHEQUES

A proposal was made for the Town Mayor Cllr. J Williams, the Deputy Mayor Cllr. G Singh and the past Town Mayor Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter would be signatories of Council Cheques.  Resolved.
4535   TO APPOINT COUNCIL INTERNAL AUDITORS 

A proposal was made for Mr. L Llewellyn to be appointed as Neath Town Council’s Internal Auditor for 2011 /12.  Resolved
4536   TO CONSIDER PAYMENT OF ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

A proposal was made for existing subscriptions to continue and to be made in accordance with standing procedures. Resolved. 

4537  TO INSPECT DEEDS AND SECURITIES IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNCIL

The Clerk reported that the Council Deeds and Securities were with the solicitor and the Town Council property management agent but would be available on their return.
4538   TO APPROVE TOWN MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE FOR 2010/11
A proposal was made by Cllr M B Gunter for the Town Mayor’s Personal Allowance to remain at  £400 for the following financial year. Resolved.
4539
TO APPOINT THE REPRESENTATIVES FOR ONE VOICE WALES AREA COMMITTEE

It was resolved that Cllr. M B Gunter and Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter to continue as the representatives for the local area Committee of One Voice Wales.   
4540  TO APPOINT THE TWO REPRESENTATIVES FOR ONE VOICE WALES AGM AND TO APPOINT A VOTING DELEGATE
It was resolved that Cllr. M B Gunter to continue as the voting delegate for the AGM of One Voice Wales, and that Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter continue to be the additional representative for the AGM of One Voice Wales. 
4541  TO APPOINT THE TWO REPRESENTATIVES FOR ONE VOICE WALES LARGER COUNCIL COMMITTEE. 

It was resolved that  Cllr. M B Gunter and Cllr. Mrs. M M Gunter to continue as the representatives on the Larger Council Committee for One Voice Wales.
4542 TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE PARTNERSHIP OF COMMUNITY FIRST EAST 
It was proposed by  Cllr. S Penry and seconded by Cllr M B Gunter that Cllr. B S D MacCathail be nominated as the representative on to the Partnership of Community First East. Resolved.
4543
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE PARTNERSHIP OF COMMUNITY FIRST NORTH

It was proposed by Cllr. Mrs. S Richards and seconded by Cllr. Mrs. J Lockyer that Cllr. Mrs. E Vaughan be nominated as the representative on to the Partnership of Community First North. Resolved.
4544
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE PARTNERSHIP OF COMMUNITY FIRST SOUTH


It was proposed by Cllr. M Protheroe and seconded by Cllr. M Fisher that Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry be nominated as the representative on to the Partnership of Community First South. Resolved.
4545
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE PARTNERSHIP OF COMMUNITY FIRST FAIRYLAND
Cllr. M Protheroe, as a County Borough Councillor for this committee, relinquished his position.  It was proposed by Cllr. M B Gunter seconded by Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry that Cllr. M Fisher now be nominated as the representative on to the Partnership of Community First Fairyland. Resolved.
4546
TO APPOINT THE REPRESENTATIVE ON THE  NEATH TOWN FORUM STEERING GROUP

It was resolved that Cllr. Mrs. J L Lockyer remains as the representative on to the Neath Town Forum Steering Group.
4547
TO APPOINT TWO REPRESENTATIVES ON THE NEATH TOWN FORUM.

It was resolved that Cllr. Mrs. J Lockyer and Cllr Mrs. M M Gunter remain as the representatives on to the Neath Town Forum.
4548
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON EACH OF THE NEATH TOWN FORUM  ACTION COMMITTEES.

It was resolved to accept the following nominations as the representatives to the Neath Town Forum Action Committees were as follows:-
Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry

Community Safety

Cllr Mrs. M M Gunter

Marketing and Environment          

Cllr M B Gunter

Youth Issues

Cllr. M Protheroe

Accessibility
Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry

Business Crime Reduction Partnership

4549
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE NEATH TOWN FESTIVAL

It was noted by Cllr. Mrs. S Richards that Neath Town Council should have more representation on the festival and was concerned on how the event was evolving and Neath Town Council not having the credit it deserved. It was resolved that Cllr Mrs. M M Gunter, Cllr Mrs. E Vaughan and the Town Mayor be nominated as representatives. The Clerk personally thanked Cllr Mrs. S M Penry for her continued hands-on support during this festival.  There had been some problems with lack of volunteers this year.  Cllr. Mrs. S M Penry agreed and said that the festival needed a lot more volunteers who were prepared to give up their time in actually organizing and working on the events.  
.

4550
TO APPOINT   REPRESENTATIVES ON TO THE STEERING GROUP OF THE FAIRYLAND ALLOTMENT PROJECT


It was proposed that the existing representatives remain as representatives, two from that ward, Cllr Mrs. E Vaughan and Cllr Mrs. J Lockyer, and one member from  the Estates Committee Cllr D Howells.. Resolved.  
4551
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE COUNTRYSIDE ACTION COMMITTEE.

It was resolved that Cllr. C John remain as the representative on  the Countryside Action Committee.

4552
TO APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE ON TO THE NEATH EAST RENEWAL COMMITTEE

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs. S M Penry and seconded by Cllr M B Gunter that Cllr D M Evans be nominated as the representative. Resolved.

