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This publication was funded and supported by Neath Town Council.
Special thanks to Deputy Mayor Cllr Bob Price for offering me the
opportunity to work with NTC and to the Mayor Cllr Mark Protheroe for
his on going support. Thank you to the Town Clerk Kathryn Charles for
all she has done to support the project.

Thank you to my friend Roderick Hughes from the Swansea Pals for his
help and support. To Colin and the Neath branch of the Royal British
Legion for supplying the plastic car poppies that have been used to
mark the houses and buildings. To Harriet and co. at Neath Library for
giving me access to photographs from the Neath Museum Collection.
Thank you to Jonathan Skidmore, and credit to his excellent book:
Neath and Briton Ferry in The First World War. Finally, thank you to
Jeff Griffiths for supplying the photograph of his Great Uncle
Robert Rees DCM.

- Jim Harle

Please always respect the privacy of the home owners who's
houses are included in the trail as you would for any other
private residents in the area.

Please share this publication and pass it on to others if you have
finished with it or recycle it responsibly.
Electronic and Welsh language versions of this publication are
available from the Town council website:
www.neathtowncouncil.gov.uk (under News & Events)

POPPY TRAIL
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{R: the information provided in this map is correct and accurate
t of our knowledge at the time of going Lo print. Some str
unbered and renamed over the years, and have even 'moved. Some
es listed in relation to casualties may be ones that their surviving
es moved to or just where their parents lived, at the time of their
rath or the gathering il names for the memorial. I have done my best to
check/account for all of these factors.
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'Neath's Great War Poppy Trail' is part of the ds E-' oA
centenary memorials and celebrations and - v.p IM { I

w

aims to tell the story of a select few of those
servicemen who lost their lives in the
conflict. It also maps out the casualties who
lived in and around the centre of town.
Using the map you can visit the streets,
seeing the houses where these men and
their families once lived, in the hope of
making them much more than just a name
on a plaque.
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Memories of the war can be seen
everywhere: most prominently the
Gnoll memorial gates where the names
of 459 Neath men are listed on six
brass plaques.
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15. COMMERCIAL STREET

* Private John Scully, Welsh Regiment.
13 Commercial Street bom 1882 died, 18th
April 1918 (house no longer there).

* Private John Laing, Welsh Regiment.
Lodged at the Victoria Hotel (now Dark
Arch/Arches), Commercial Street. Born
1876, died 17th of January 1916.

16. CRESWELL ROAD

¢ Lance Corporal Allan Leonard Lewis
VC, 6th Batt. Northamptonshire
Regiment. 17 Creswell Road (native of
Herefordshire). Born 1895, died on 21st
September 1918.

* Private Robert David Rees DCM, Royal
Welsh Fusiliers. 9 Creswell Terrace (Road).
Bomn 1889, died on the 15th November

» Private Edgar Beer Rhys, Welsh
Regiment. 3 Creswell Terrace. Bom 1899,
died 18th of September 1918,

17. EASTLAND ROAD

* Private William Harold Griffiths,
London Regiment. 39 Eastland Road.
Born 1899, died on 28th March 1918.

* Private Ernest Morgan Vickery, Army
Service Corps. 55 Eastland Road. Bom
1892, died 7th of October 1318.

18. LONDON ROAD

e Private Edgar John Holywell, Welsh
Regiment/Tank Corps. 62 London Road.
Born in 1893, died 8th of August 1917.

e Lieutenant Michael Joseph O'Flynn,
Royal Army Medical Corps, attached

‘When war broke out in September
- 1914 Britain had a relatively small
: army of 975,000 (including
territorial and reserve forces), so
~ the call to volunteer was issued.
| E'The response was great, but as the
~ war went on and the death toll
rose, the need for conscription
(forcing men of fighting age to
enlist) came into play, starting on
2nd March 1916.

CONTINUED

1st Battalion Northamptonshire
Regiment. 22 London Road. Born 1879,
died 24th of September 1918.

e Driver D.R. Evans, Royal Field Artillery.
37 London Road. Died on 22nd September
1917,

19. PARK STREET

o Officer's Steward 3rd Class Herbert
Colston Keyes, Royal Navy. 5 Park Street.
Born 1899, died on 26th October 1918.

20. RECTORY ROAD

* Private Patrick Sullivan, Connaught . ; ¢
Rangers/Machine Gun Corps. § Rectory RS - . =
road. Born 1881, died 9th January 1918 o
(illness as a POW).

* Private David John Hill, Welsh
Regiment. 10 Rectory Road. Born 1892,
died on 24th of August 1918.

* Private William John Evans, Welsh
Regiment. Born 1897, died on 27th August
1917.

* Private William John Evans (not on
memorial). 12 Rectory Road. Born 1897,
died 27th August 1917.

21.ROSSER STREET
o Private Rosser David Rosser, King's

The casualties suffered in the
reat War were on a scale never
i seen before in any conflict: 10

. Million soldiers lost their lives:
700,000 of these were British, and
40,000 of these were Welsh. Of
those, 459 soldiers from the town
- of Neath died during the conflict
and are comemorated on the Gnoll

" memorial. Many more men
~ suffered life changing injuries:

Shropshire Light Infantry. 6 Rosser both physical and mental.
Street. Died 14th of July 1916.
e Private Edward Hall (not on memorial). 8
Rasser Street. Died 4th April 1916. Photograph.:
* Private Ivory Pyle, London Regiment. Private Robert David Rees DCM,
Rosser Street. Born 189, died on 23rd May Royal Welsh Fusiliers

1916.

WHERE TO FIND OUT MORE:
Neath Library: Lending & Reference Library

Neath had it's own drill hall on the corner of
Cimla road and Eastland road that still remains
today. It was opened on the 1st May 1914 and
was home to F Coy, 6th Batt. Welsh Regiment
(territorial force) as well as part of A squadron
Glamorgan Yeomanry and 2 Battery 1st Welsh
(Howitzer) Brigade. This is where many of the
local men who served came to enlist.

Briton Ferry Library
www.livesofthefirstworldwar.org
www.cymrul914.org/en/home

The National Library of Wales:

There were numerous hospitals in Neath that www.cymruww1.1lge.org.uk

dealt with casualties of the war and
convalescing soldiers: the main one was the
third Western general hospital or 'military
hospital' in Briton Ferry (now demolished).
There were also Red Cross hospitals: The
Laurels that still remains in Lewis road, the
hospital in Cwrt Sart school (now demolished),
the hospital in the Gnoll infants school,
Woodland road and the 'small hospital' on Gnoll
park road (opposite the Police station, also now ; :
demolished).

Facebook:
‘Neath Port Talbot World War One’

'‘Neath and Briton Ferry Soldiers of the
Great War 1914 1918'

Neath has many churches that predate the First
World War and in these you can often find a roll

of honour - a list of the men of that parish or "
church who lost their lives in the Great War.

The best example is in St. Thomas's Church

that has a fantastic hand painted roll of honour.

Allan Leonard Lewis VC;
Northamptonshire Regi
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