NEATH TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF AN EMERGENCY CORONAVIRUS MEETING (3)
[bookmark: _GoBack]HELD BY WHAT’S APP GROUP ON SUNDAY, 22ND MARCH 2020
1. Attendance
Cllr Bob Price (Mayor), Sheila Penry (Leader), Jan Lockyer (Deputy Leader) and Kathryn Charles (Clerk)

2. Clerk updated and gave summary of the existing staff situation and government advice to follow social distancing.  Whilst NTC staff were in favour of trying to carry on as normal up to the last minute, to support social distancing it is now not suitable for staff to attend.

3. Sent a Whats App message to Mayor, Leader and Deputy Leader (attached) with confirmation that this was the correct step.

4. Sent a Whats App notification to Staff to confirm the above (attached).

5. Sent an email to Full Council outlining decision and also received confirmation from Members that they also agreed (attached).

6. Since sending the Whats App message to the Staff, they have become relieved that they do not need to come into work due to the worry of the escalating situation.



[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]
image3.png
Bl -

Home  Send/Receive

Folder

View

Q Tell me what you want tc

Sent ltems - clerk@neathtowncouncil.gov.uk - Outlook

&3 New Email

4Favorites
Staff
Consultations
Inbox 23
yn
Mark
b Neil
b old
Owen 1
Private Staff
b Russell
Sara
Sarah
Staff Training
Tina
Town Crier
Work Experience
Tenders
b Z-AE (old)
Drafts [16]
 Sent Items
Deleted ftems 459
Junk E-mail (1]
Norton AntiSpam Folder
Outbox
RSS Feeds

Search Folders

4 Archives
Deleted ftems 1
Drafts 1
4inbox 1
1 Accounts New FO
b Accounts & Audit
4 Admin 1

Search Sent Items (Ctri~E) l

Al

Unread By Date ~

Sara Wharmby (sarawharmby@neathtowncouncilgo.
Update on office cosure.

“Helen L. Griffiths™

RE: Service Level Agreements - School Crossing Patrol Oficers

Jonathan Meiseles (Jonathan Meiseles@zurichtogethe.
RE: Your Zurich Town and Parish Insurance is due for renewal

ben hughes@neathtowncouncil gov.uk
W Your Zurich Town and Parih Insurance is due fo renewal

“Sarah Williams'
FW: Great Get Together

ben hughes@neathtowncouncil gov.uk
FWE Invoice 8807 from BLINDS 2000

Cllr. Bob Price; ‘Clir. Sheila Penry’; ‘Sandra Miller’; ajoh..

Neath Town Coundil
Yesterday

‘gareth morgan’
RE: COVID - 19 - NPT Safe and Well Serice

ben hughes@neathtowncouncil gov.uk
FW: BACS Remittance

Cllr. Bob Price; ‘Clir. Sheila Penry’; ‘Cllr. Mark Protheroe.
FW: COVID - 19 - NPT Safe and Well Senvice:

“Christy Buckley’
RE: Maps

Last Week

Clare Sim (csim@npt.gov.uk)
P Requestfor Community Volunteers

‘Leanne Jones’
RE: URGENT - by 3pm today - Request for Community Volunteers

“Christy Buckley’
RE: Maps

“Clare Sim*
RE: Request for Community Volunteers

“Clare Sim*
RE: Request for Community Volunteers

Cllr. Bob Price; ‘Clir. Sheila Penry’; ‘Sandra Miller’; ajoh.
URGENT - by 3pm today - Request for Community Volunteers

‘Hazel Dance’
RE: Awareness Certficates

Current Folder

Newest 4

0921

09116

09116

Sun 1252

]

sun 1125
]

Sun 1125

Sun 1120

Fri 2003
Fri 2003
Fri 2003
g

Fri 2003
Fri 2003
‘e

Fii20/03

Fii20/03

€ Reply €2 Reply All €} Forward
Kathryn Charles <kathryn.charles@neathtowncouncil.gov.uk> | Cir. Bob Pric; lr. Shell Penry; + 19+

Neath Town Council

Morning Al

Asthe spread of the Coronavirus increases with speed, | feel | need to stop NTC workers coming in. | know that they have
asked to ‘avoid the boredom' of isolation but at this stage, it's no longer about them, it's about everybody they meet and
then everybody they meet and the contamination, albeit without knowledge, could triple. Staff had asked to do reduced,
compressed hours but with all the will in the world, they are stil not really social distancing. | feel we have a wider
responsibility here than just to NTC staf.

Therefore, Neath Town Council is now temporarily closed.
Mark and will ensure all offices/halls are as secure and safe as they can be during the shutdown period.
You have committed to paying staff currently and they are extremely grateful for your support during this difficult time.
Al office staff are equipped and available for home working to support the community in any way they can, these are:-
Me
Ben
sara
sarah
f we can help with anything which can be done remotely, please email us - all emails are in ‘cc’ box above.
Thanks Al
Kathryn Charles PSLCC
Town Clerk - Neath Town Council

2% Floor, 10-12 Orchard Street, NEATH, SA111DU
Phone: 01639 642126 / www.neathtowncouncil gov.uk / #NeathTogether

Neath Toun Council CAFE

g G Aans 20
G g

Hysbysiad Preifatruydd E-bost
Gally neges hon gynnwys gwybodacth breifat a chyfrinachol. Os nad chi yw'r derbynnydd y buriadwyd hi ar eich cyfer neu'n gyfrifol
am drosglwyddo'r neges i berson arall, ni allwich gopio na throsghuyddo'r neges hon i neb. Yn yr achos hwn, fe ddylech chi ddileu'r

neges hon ac unrhyw atodiadau sy'n cael eu cynnwys gyda hi a hysbysu'r un anfonodd y neges yn garedig trwy e-bost.
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NTC Mayor/Leader/Deputy

lir Bob, NTC Clir Jan,

Morning All. As the spread of the CoronaVirus increases with speed, | feel | need to stop NTC workers coming
in. | know that they have asked to "avoid the boredom’ of isolation but at this stage, its no longer about them,
its about everybody they meet and then everybody they meet and the contamination, albeit without

3 knowledge, could triple. Staff had asked to do reduced, compressed hours but with all the will in the world,
they are still not really social distancing. | feel we have a wider responsibility here than just to NTC staff.
Therefore, | am going to suggest that NTC closes completely with immediate effect. | have close friends
working in Morrison A&E and its harrowing the pressure they are already under. Whilst some could work fairly

2 isolated to paint the community cafe girls wish to clean together which I'm no longer comfortable with. Mark
and | can ensure all offices/halls are as secure and safe as they can be during the shutdown period. This has
played on my mind since being in work with the staff on Friday. Whilst they are aware of the seriousness of this
virus, if we shut, | feel we are doing our part not to unintentionally infect others. The Council have committed
to paying staff currently so they are extremely fortunate that there is no financial burden where they HAVE to
attend. Al office staff are equipped and available for home working to support in any way they can.
Unprecedented | know but if | could have your thoughts please? O

NTC Cli Bob Price
Totally agree there is no necessity for people to be in the office. If cheques etc need to be signed we can
arrange something. Caretakers keyholders are all up to date. Caretakers can do regular solitary security/ safety
checks without endangering themselves

NTC Clir Sheila Penry
3 Hi Kath
Totally agree we must put our Staff in safety first but must protect our Office Staff take care keep safe
Katherine
Sheila x

NTC Clir Bob Price
Totally agree there is no necessity for people to be i the office. If cheques etc need to be signed we can arrange
something. Caretakers keyholders are all up to date. Caretakers can do regular solitary security/ safety checks without
endangering themselves

Thanks Bo!

1l keep you posted.

NTC Clir Sheila Penry
Hi Kath
Totally agree we must put our Staffin safety first but must protect our Office Staff take care keep safe Katherine
sheila x

Thanks Sheila. If you need anything, just call I'm not far away and can help, look after yourself first (for once)

este 3w

NTC Cli Jan Lockyer Mobile
Hi Kath..| totally agree. If there's anything | can do to help in any way, please let me know. Take of yourself and
- your lttle family Kath x
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Morning All. As the spread of the CoronaVirus increases with speed, | have decided to close Neath Town
Council completely. Not a decision made lightly. | know that you have asked to ‘avoid the boredom’ of
isolation and continue coming in but at this stage, its no longer about us, its about everybody we meet and
then everybody they meet and the contamination, albeit without knowledge, could triple. Even if we continue
with reduced, compressed hours which was an attempt to prolong the isolation period, we are still not really
social distancing. | have close friends working in Morrison AL and its harrowing the pressure they are already
under, | feel we have  wider responsibility here than just us. Whilst we had put in great plans to clean and
paint, this can still be done but once this situation has passed. I'l be i touch with those | need immediate help
with individually though this shutdown period. Whilst | know that we are all aware of the seriousness of this
virus, if we shut, | feel we are doing our part not to unintentionally infect others if we are already infected. The
Council have committed to paying staff during this period so you are are extremely fortunate that there is no
financial burden that you have to attend. Unprecedented | know and | did try. Let's keep in touch on this
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